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Saint Mary’s Hall Student Earns the Only 

2017 U.S. Presidential Scholar Designation in the City 
 
(San Antonio, Texas) – On May 5, Saint Mary’s Hall senior Gabby Escalante was selected as a 2017 U.S. Presidential Scholar, 
one of the highest awards the nation can bestow upon a graduating high school senior.   

Escalante was the only student from San Antonio, one of only eight students from Texas, and one of 161 students from 
across the nation to be named a 2017 U.S. Presidential Scholar.  Escalante is the third U.S. Presidential Scholar chosen from 
Saint Mary’s Hall.  Sarah Beck (Class of 1995) and Anthony Kayruz (Class of 2013) received this distinguished honor in 1995 
and 2013 respectively.  

The 2017 ceremony will be held June 18 in Washington D.C., when each honoree will receive a Presidential Scholar 
Medallion. 

U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos stated, "I congratulate this year's class of Presidential Scholars for their devotion to 
academic excellence and their parents and teachers who have guided them along the way.  Today's Presidential Scholars 
are tomorrow's leaders, and I am confident they will continue to be shining examples as they enter the next phase of their 
academic careers.” 

In addition, each U.S. Presidential Scholar was offered the opportunity to name his or her most influential teacher. Escalante 
chose Upper School Math Teacher Jennifer Jacobson, earning Jacobson the title of a 2017 U.S. Presidential Scholar Program 
Distinguished Teacher.  Each distinguished teacher is honored with a personal letter from the Secretary of Education.   
 
The White House Commission on Presidential Scholars selects scholars annually based on their academic success, artistic 
excellence, essays, school evaluations and transcripts, as well as evidence of community service, leadership, and 
demonstrated commitment to high ideals.  Scholars are comprised of one young man and one young woman from each 
state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, and from U.S. families living abroad, as well as 15 chosen at-large, 20 U.S. 
Presidential Scholars in the Arts and 20 U.S. Presidential Scholars in Career and Technical Education. 

Created in 1964, the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program has honored almost 7,500 of the nation’s top-performing students 
with the prestigious award given to honorees during an annual ceremony in Washington. The program was expanded in 
1979 to recognize students who demonstrate exceptional talent in the visual, literary and performing arts. In 2015, the 
program was again extended to recognize students who demonstrate ability and accomplishment in career and technical 
education fields. 

Since 1879, Saint Mary’s Hall has set the standard for college preparatory education in San Antonio by providing a wide-
range of exceptional opportunities in academics, athletics, fine arts, and character education to create well-rounded 
students that are successful in college and life.  Saint Mary’s Hall offers exceptional opportunities for children ages 3 
through grade 12.   


