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Saint Mary’s Hall Hosts Expert Panel Debate on Capital Punishment 

 
(San Antonio, Texas)  - On March 10, Saint Mary’s Hall hosted its annual Upper School Issues Day event, “Capital Punishment: 
Immoral, or Justifiable?”  The event, moderated by Bexar County Assistant District Attorney Matthew Ludowig, took an in-
depth look into the legal, moral, and societal implications of our country’s capital punishment laws. 
 
The lively discussion included local and national panelists and experts, each with their own unique point of view about the 
controversial topic.  Panelists included:  
 

• Dick DeGuerin:  Attorney, DeGuerin, Dickson, Hennessy, & Ward 
• Nicholas “Nico” LaHood: Criminal District Attorney, Bexar County, Texas 
• Joshua Marquis: District Attorney, Clatsop County, Oregon 
• Bill Pelke: President and Co-Founder, Journey of Hope … from Violence to Healing 
• Edgar Saldivar: Senior Staff Attorney, American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Texas 
• Stephanie Stevens: Clinical Professor of Law, St. Mary’s University School of Law 

The junior class at Saint Mary’s Hall annually organizes and conducts a well-informed dialogue that focuses on a relevant 
issue impacting today’s world.  Saint Mary’s Hall senior Tom B. said, “I really enjoyed hearing the speakers’ different points 
of view, and found the forum to be informative and engaging - particularly during the panelists’ crossfire debate.”   

In conjunction with Issues Day 2016, a thought-provoking photography exhibit by John Holbrook was installed in the 
Middle and Upper School Library. The exhibit follows twelve death row inmates through their somber journey. Holbrook is 
an international photographer working with Amnesty International, and his work has been exhibited worldwide.  

Head of School Jonathan Eades said, “As I listened to the day’s sophisticated discourse, and watched students actively 
enter the debate with great engagement, reflection, and respect, I was reminded yet again how special Saint Mary’s Hall 
truly is.” 

Each year, Issues Day addresses some of the most difficult questions facing our students today and seeks to help students 
understand the issues as they interact with an impressive and select group of experts from around the nation.  This 
particular topic created great discussions, even after the presentation.   

Since 1879, Saint Mary’s Hall has set the standard for college preparatory education in San Antonio by providing a wide-
range of exceptional opportunities in academics, athletics, fine arts, and character education to create well-rounded 
students that are successful in college and life.  Saint Mary’s Hall offers exceptional opportunities for children ages 3 
through grade12.   


