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Saint Mary’s Hall Teacher Named San Antonio’s Only Finalist 

for Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
 
(San Antonio, Texas) – Saint Mary’s Hall is proud to announce that chemistry teacher Carol Brown has been named a finalist 
in the 2015 Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST). She is one of only five Texas 
secondary science school teachers chosen, as well as the only private school finalist and the only San Antonio finalist.  The 
PAEMST award is the highest recognition a mathematics or science teacher may receive for exemplary teaching in the 
United States. The National Science Foundation administers PAEMST on the behalf of the White House Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. 

Brown has been teaching at Saint Mary’s Hall since 1988, and has more than 40 years of teaching experience. She has a 
Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Trinity University, a Master in Christian Education from Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminar, and a Master of Science from The University of Texas at San Antonio.   

Brown is widely regarded locally, in the state of Texas, and nationally as one of the top experts in high school chemistry.  
She is frequently asked to speak at conferences and has been the director of the Advanced Placement Summer Institute, 
hosted on the Saint Mary’s Hall campus, for 19 years.  More than 300 Advanced Placement teachers converge on the campus 
every year to attend this institute.   

Brown is also beloved by her students, and her former students regularly stay in touch with her and return to campus for the 
sole purpose of seeing Brown.  Generations of Saint Mary’s Hall students have gone on to pursue careers in science and 
medicine, always crediting Brown for their professional career choices.  SMH senior Jane Emma B. says, “Ms. Brown is the 
most inspirational teacher I have ever had. Her enthusiasm and genuine love of Chemistry ignited my shared love of the 
subject, and it is because of her that I want to pursue Chemistry in college. She always offers unique examples and modules 
that keep us engaged, making her classroom a place of excitement and discovery.”   

Her passion for teaching, her vast expertise, and her ability to connect with students makes her the perfect finalist for this 
award.  When asked about teaching, Brown says, “I love chemistry.  I find it elegant and beautiful.  But most of all, I love 
imparting that love to students.  The students at Saint Mary’s Hall are eager to learn.  It is a joy to work with such 
enthusiastic young people.”  Head of School Jonathan Eades adds, “Carol is truly one of the most gifted, talented teachers 
with whom I have ever worked.  Her subject (chemistry) mastery is extraordinary.  Her AP scores are without comparison at 
our school, and Carol is an ideal academic leader and teacher.”   

Brown was chosen as a Texas state finalist for the 2015 PAEMST by a state panel of master teachers, specialists, and 
administrators reviewed hundreds of nominations from across the state.  She will now compete with four other Texas 
finalists to be named the state’s science teacher of the year, and then compete for the national award.  The State Board of 
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Education will honor Brown and the other finalists later this year.  In addition, a panel of distinguished scientists, 
mathematicians, and educators will review all of the finalists, and may select up to two teachers from each state and U.S. 
jurisdiction for the national award. 

PAEMST winners receive $10,000, a citation signed by the President of the United States, and a paid trip for two to 
Washington, D.C. to attend recognition events and professional development opportunities. For additional information 
about the PAEMST program, visit www.paemst.org. 

Since 1879, Saint Mary’s Hall has set the standard for college preparatory education in San Antonio by providing a wide-
range of exceptional opportunities in academics, athletics, fine arts, and character education to create well-rounded 
students that are successful in college and life.  Saint Mary’s Hall offers exceptional opportunities for children ages 3 
through grade12.   
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