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Saint Mary’s Hall Welcomes Actor and Activist RJ Mitte 
 

(San Antonio, Texas)  - On March 1, the Saint Mary’s Hall community welcomed actor and equality and diversity activist RJ 
Mitte to campus.  Mitte was a guest speaker for the 2016 Betty and Bob Kelso Speaker Series, which provides students with 
opportunities to learn from, and interact with, influential leaders.  
 
Mitte is best known for his breakout role as Walter White, Jr. on the AMC series Breaking Bad.  Much like his character, Mitte 
has a mild form of cerebral palsy, which has given him the opportunity to raise awareness of equality and diversity.  He is 
the Youth Spokesperson for the National Disability Institute’s Real Economic Impact Tour, a celebrity ambassador for United 
Cerebral Palsy, and the recipient of the 2013 SAG-AFTRA Harold Russell Award.  He is also working with PACER’S National 
Center for Bullying Prevention on a national campaign. 
 
During his presentation, Mitte was very candid with Upper School students about his childhood, how he overcame bullying, 
and other challenges.  He spoke about how many people think a disability is weakness, but that it is actually strength.  It is 
something unique to each person, and provides the opportunity to learn and grow.  He addressed the issue of bullying by 
describing it as attacking someone you are fearsome of, or that isn’t like you.  During on poignant moment, Mitte said, “I 
have never allowed someone to break me down or make me feel bad about myself  [because I am different].  I felt bad for 
that other person because they were afraid, and I could see it.”  During the Q & A session, Mitte made it clear nothing was 
off limits, and talked about everything from his specific advice to counter bullying, his favorite Breaking Bad co-star, acting 
advice, and future goals. 

Senior Ellie Eddy also shared, “Mitte gave several pieces of great advice, such as ‘Be the first to act, so that others will follow.’  
I liked having a younger speaker, and his humor was refreshing.” 

After the presentation, Mitte spent some time talking and taking pictures with students.  Senior Sam Hawkins took this 
opportunity to ask Mitte , “What advice do you have for people who don't bully you to your face? Be it online or behind you 
back?”  Mitte responded, “My advice is to not even acknowledge what their saying, don't even acknowledge them as a 
person, because that validates their power over you.”   
 
The Saint Mary’s Hall community wishes to thank Lt. Col Bob and Betty Kelso for their exceptional generosity, which creates 
tremendous learning opportunities for our students year after year.  
 

Since 1879, Saint Mary’s Hall has set the standard for college preparatory education in San Antonio by providing a wide-
range of exceptional opportunities in academics, athletics, fine arts, and character education to create well-rounded 
students that are successful in college and life.  Saint Mary’s Hall offers exceptional opportunities for children ages 3 
through grade12.   
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