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Saint Mary’s Hall Hosts National and Local  

Personal Privacy and Security Experts  
 
(San Antonio, Texas)  - On March 19, Saint Mary’s Hall hosted its annual Issues Day event, “Personal Privacy and National 
Security: Where is the Balance?”  The event, moderated by David Henderson, chief of the Bexar County DWI Taskforce, took 
an in-depth look into the country’s current surveillance policy and the future of personal privacy.  
 
The lively discussion included local and national panelists and experts, each with their own unique point of view about the  
topic.  Panelists included:  
 

 Daniel Castro: Senior analyst at the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation.  

 Thomas Drake: Former senior executive with the National Security Agency.  

 Asim Ghafoor: Attorney at Law, The Law Office of Asim Ghafoor.  

 Colonel Michael C. Harasimowicz: Commander of the 688th Cyberspace Wing at Joint Base San Antonio.  

 Ms. Ginger McCall: Associate director of the Electronic Privacy Information Center and director of the Open Government 
Program and IPIOP.  

 
The junior class at Saint Mary’s Hall annually organizes and conducts a well-informed forum that focuses on a relevant issue 
impacting today’s world.  As Saint Mary’s Hall junior Dyana M. pointed out, “Issues Day becomes of importance not only 
when you are a junior, but from the time you enter the freshman class.  Everyone looks forward to being able to teach the 
younger students about something that the world should care about.”  The discussion is targeted to Upper School students 
and speaks to some of the most difficult questions facing our students today. 
 
Issues Day seeks to help students understand the issues as they interact with an impressive and select group of experts from 
around the nation.   This particular topic created great discussions, even after the presentation.  When asked about Issues 
Day, senior Celeste T. said, “I went into this year’s Issues Day without any knowledge on the subject.  I left understanding 
about the need for balance when talking about national security and transparency.  I especially enjoyed seeing the speakers 
so passionate about their point of view.” 
 

Since 1879, Saint Mary’s Hall has set the standard for college preparatory education in San Antonio by providing a wide-
range of exceptional opportunities in academics, athletics, fine arts, and character education to create well-rounded 
students that are successful in college and life.  Saint Mary’s Hall offers exceptional opportunities for children ages 3 
through grade12.   
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